Introductory Editorial
I am honored to have been selected as the next editor-in-chief and thrilled at the prospect of leading the Journal of Applied Gerontology (JAG) into its next phase. In my 10 years as a member of the editorial board, I have watched JAG grow into a preeminent gerontology journal that is truly committed to publishing gerontological research with a distinctly applied or policy focus. JAG's dedicated outgoing editor, Dr. Joseph Gaugler, and his predecessors have uniquely positioned JAG as the premiere venue to publish rigorous, applied research on aging from across the globe.
As the new editor, I have a dual role. First, I resolve to support JAG's core mission and vision: to publish articles in all subdisciplines of gerontology whose findings, conclusions, or recommendations have clear and sometimes immediate applicability to the quality of life, health and well-being of older adults, as well as articles that inform research and the development of interventions. I will continue Dr. Gaugler's successful initiatives to highlight studies that employ mixed methodologies (i.e., the integration of qualitative and quantitative data), efforts that translate evidence-based research to clinical practice, and process evaluations or studies that examine treatment/intervention implementation in-depth. And JAG will continue to solicit contributions from international scholars and across disciplines.
Second, starting from JAG's strong position in the field, I will seek feedback from readers, authors, and editorial board members on areas to nurture or expand. For example, JAG is an ideal venue to feature the growing body of work evaluating aging-related interventions and demonstration programs in healthcare, caregiver support, social integration, technology, housing, and other areas, both in the United States and internationally. I strongly believe JAG can help better bridge the worlds of research conducted in academic, clinical, government, and contract research organizations to more widely disseminate rigorous study results that may bring meaningful benefits to older adults.
In consultation with the Southern Gerontological Society leadership and our excellent liaisons at SAGE publishers, we are considering some features that will make the review process run more efficiently. We will be providing a menu of reviewer training materials, establishing a mentored reviewer-intraining program and instituting a keyword-matching system to pair up Journal of Applied Gerontology 36(11) reviewers and manuscripts. We also plan to record and post podcast interviews with authors, highlight articles through the Editor's Choice feature, and continue to review new gerontology books.
As editor-in-chief of JAG, I am excited for the opportunity to support my colleagues by helping to select and polish manuscripts reporting the best applied research in gerontology. Please send your ideas and suggestions to JAG's new email box: JAG@uchc.edu. I look forward to starting and continuing an engaging and productive dialog! Julie Robison Editor, Journal of Applied Gerontology University of Connecticut
